
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

Emergex Vaccines signs Heads of Terms for a Collaboration with 
Molecular Biology Institute of Paraná (IBMP) in Brazil 

 
 

Abingdon, Oxon, UK, 1 July 2022 – Emergex Vaccines Holding Limited (‘Emergex’, or the 
‘Company’), a clinical-stage biotechnology company addressing major global infectious diseases 
through the development of fully synthetic CD8+ T cell Adaptive Vaccines, today announced that it has 
signed heads of terms for a collaboration with the Molecular Biology Institute of Paraná (IBMP) in Brazil.   
 
IBMP is a commercial organisation with close links to Fiocruz, the most important national institution for 
research and production of biopharmaceuticals and vaccines linked to the Ministry of Health in Brazil.  
It has a strong commercial track record in the healthcare space with expertise in the development, 
manufacturing, regulatory approval and commercialisation of medical diagnostics and medicines in 
Brazil. 
 
The agreement, once fully executed, will involve a shared clinical development phase as well as 
allowing IBMP exclusive rights for the commercialisation of the vaccine candidates in Brazil.  In addition, 
clinical stage manufacturing of the vaccines will be conducted by Emergex with a transition to 
commercial scale manufacturing being conducted in the region by IBMP. A Joint Steering Committee 
with representatives from both Emergex and IBMP will oversee the collaboration and commercialisation 
of the vaccines in Brazil.  
 
The agreement initially focuses on Emergex’s Dengue vaccine candidate and also includes the shared 
development and commercialisation of COVID-19 and Chikungunya vaccine candidates. Emergex’s 
Dengue and COVID-19 vaccine candidates are currently in Phase I clinical trials in Switzerland with top 
line results for Dengue expected imminently and top line results for COVID-19 expected later this year.  
 
The collaboration also involves Emergex and IBMP conducting pre-clinical testing and clinical 
development of Chikungunya vaccine candidate. The Chikungunya vaccine candidate is being 
developed with support from a UK Aid grant, (Official Development Assistance). This was awarded to 
Emergex following a Small Business Research Initiative (SBRI) competition, funded by the Department 
of Health and Social Care’s (DHSC) UK Vaccine Network (UKVN), delivered through Innovate UK, to 
develop vaccines for diseases with epidemic potential in low- and middle-income countries. Further 
development of the Chikungunya vaccine candidate in Brazil would be jointly conducted by Emergex 
and IBMP with costs shared equally between both parties and with IBMP having the option for exclusive 
commercial rights for the Chikungunya vaccine in Brazil.  
 
Emergex’s previous collaboration with a related Brazilian institution resulted in an excellent working 
relationship and the generation of valuable pre-clinical data for Emergex’s CD8+ T cell adaptive COVID-
19 vaccine, currently in completion for a Phase I clinical trial in Switzerland. This previous collaboration 
was also an important building block, in building trust and strengthening our relationships in Brazil, and 
was pivotal in us achieving this agreement with the IBMP. 
 
Robin Cohen, Chief Commercial Officer at Emergex, commented: “This is an important step as we 
look ahead and plan for the development of our lead vaccine candidates. Dengue is a serious endemic 
disease in Brazil and we are delighted to be bringing forward our vaccine technology that has the 
potential to better protect the health for millions of people in the region.  Partnering with IBMP makes 
strategic sense for Emergex as it has the local contacts and expertise to successfully develop and 
commercialize our vaccines in Brazil. We look forward to completing the formal agreement in due 
course.” 
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For further information, please contact: 

Emergex  Consilium Strategic Communications (Emergex PR) 

Storme Moore-Thornicroft, Executive Director 
Phone: +44 (0) 1235 527589 
Email: smt@emergexvaccines.com 
 
Robin Cohen, Chief Commercial Officer                                                    
Phone: +44 (0) 1235 527589 
Email: rc@emergexvaccines.com  
 
Brian Pfister, Vice President, Emergex USA 
Phone: +1 847-421-0253 
Email: bp@emergexvaccines.com 

Chris Gardner / Ashley Tapp / Andrew Stern 
Phone: +44 (0)20 3709 5700 
Email: Emergex@consilium-comms.com 
 

 
 
About Emergex 
Emergex, a clinical-stage, privately-held biotechnology company headquartered in Abingdon, UK, with 
an operating subsidiary in Doylestown, Pennsylvania, USA, is pioneering the development of 100% 
synthetic T cell Adaptive Vaccines that harness the body’s natural T cell immune response to destroy 
pathogen-infected cells in order to provide protection against some of the world’s most pressing health 
threats: [i] viral infectious diseases, amongst which are Dengue, Coronaviruses, and pandemic 
Influenza, as well as [ii] serious intracellular bacterial infectious diseases. 
 
Emergex has a growing proprietary pipeline of innovative CD8+ T cell Adaptive Vaccine and booster 
vaccine candidates that have the potential to deliver rapid, broad (mutation-agnostic) and long-lasting 
immunity to reduce serious illness associated with infectious disease. Emergex has a number of Phase 
I clinical trials underway, of which the most advanced programmes in development are [i] Dengue 
(which may also be disease-modifying for other members of the Flaviviridae virus family, such as Zika 
and Yellow Fever) and [ii] Coronaviruses. Other programmes in development include vaccine 
candidates for universal (pandemic) Influenza, Chikungunya, and a booster vaccine for Yellow Fever. 
 
Emergex’s T cell Adaptive Vaccines candidates combine two proprietary technologies, [i] an empirically 
determined library of pathogen-derived protein fragments expressed on the surface of pathogen-
infected cells (forming the MHC Class I expression “ligandome” library), and [ii] a passivated gold 
nanoparticle carrier system designed to deliver the synthetic peptides to the skin-resident immune 
system (in combination with nociception) via microneedles in order to elicit a robust, adaptive CD8+ T 
cell response. With potential stability at ambient temperatures, the vaccine candidates are intended to 
reduce the burden and the logistics of vaccine administration. 
 
Find out more online at www.emergexvaccines.com. 
 
Visit our LinkedIn page or Twitter account for live updates. 
 
 
About IBMP 
With a broad and modern manufacturing plant, the Molecular Biology Institute of Paraná (IBMP) works 
in applied research, technological development, innovation and industrial production of inputs and 
diagnosis kits for health. The institution integrates and contributes to the development of the Economic 
and Industrial Complex of Health (Complexo Econômico e Industrial da Saúde – CEIS) and 
comprehends the development of Science and Technology as the best access to health products, 
services, and fundamental for the economic dynamism in the country. Its activities are intended to 
supply the health network with safe and quality products. 
 
Find out more online at https://www.ibmp.org.br/en-us/.  
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